
“Wake up, it’s time...”

As a young boy, I remember that wake-up call well. 
On Sunday mornings, when I stayed overnight, 
Grandpa would wake me early to walk the 
orchards with him. 

My grandparents lived on a bluff surrounded by 
thousands of fruit trees and grapevines lining 
the winding Kings River in Sanger, CA. Before 
church, we would pick fresh, sweet, juicy peaches, 
nectarines, plums, apricots, and grapes. We would 
fill old wood boxes with the fruit, and take it to 
church to give away to those who had a need.

The simplicity and power of his gift amazed 
me. As a child it seemed he would water, spray, 
fertilize and care for the crops, just so he could 
be generous, always giving God the best of his 

resources. He loved 
sharing, and it always 
made a “sweet” 
impression on those who 
received the fruit of his 
labor.

His legacy of generosity 
shaped my life. As I 
look around the region, 
I see other Christian 
families imparting similar 
values on their kids and 
grandkids.

This desire to be generous and make a difference, 
with the fruit of our labor, is why Ten Talents 
Foundation exists.

The Power of Crop Giving
The Ten Talents Foundation helps turn your crops into cash, so your generosity goes further.

How it Works:
1.	 You donate your crop to the Ten Talents 

Foundation.

2.	We sell your crop through your grower/packer.

3.	We deposit the net proceeds into a Giving Fund.

4.	You advise how to direct that money into 
local ministries and charitable causes you are 
passionate about.

5.	You enjoy significant tax advantages while 
leveraging your “Talents” for greater impact.

How You Benefit:
•	 Gifted crops are not recognized as income on 

your Schedule F.

•	 Production expenses related to the donated 
crop are deductible on your Schedule F in the 
year paid.

•	 Federal, state and self-employment taxes are 
not assessed on the value of the donated crop. 

•	 Gifting crops can have greater tax advantages 
than post-sale cash donations.

•	 The savings make your gift go further locally 
and around the world.

Gifting Crops
Simplified Giving, Greater Impact
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Start the Process Today
Crop Giving is a great way to experience the power of generosity and leverage your “Talents” for 
greater impact in the ministries and organizations you care about most.

Contact us today and we will:

1.	 Personally walk you through the simple gifting process of donating a crop. 

2.	Assist in transferring the title of the identified crop to the Ten Talents Foundation, work with your 
field representative and packer, and assume responsibility for the gifted crop through to the final 
sale. 

3.	Set up a Giving Fund (Donor Advised Fund) or identify an existing fund at Ten Talents Foundation 
to accept the net proceeds from the sale of your crop gift. 

To make a Crop Gift, contact us today at 559.908.9527 or info@tentalentsfoundation.org.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is crop gifting?
Crop gifting is a way to reduce tax 
liabilities for philanthropically-inclined 
growers. Many cash-basis growers can 
see significant tax savings by donating 
crops to the Ten Talents Foundation 
(TTF), instead of selling crops and then 
writing donation checks.

By making a crop donation, cash-basis 
growers avoid having to include the 
sale of the crop gift as income on their 
Schedule F. This reduces your taxable 
income, which results in savings of 
self-employment taxes, federal income 
taxes, and state income taxes.

Tax savings result from removing the 
income before recognition rather than 
from taking a charitable deduction 
after recognizing the income and the 
associated taxes. While each scenario 
varies and should be evaluated by a tax 
professional, crop gifts may result in 
significant tax savings when compared 
to cash gifts.

What about production costs?
The expenses associated with the 
production of the donated crops are 
deductible on Schedule F in the year 
paid.

What if arrangements have 
already been made to sell my 
crop?
The gift must be from unsold 
crop inventory with no prior sale 
commitment. After a title transfer to 
TTF occurs, TTF assumes responsibility 
for processing and marketing the crop. 
The tax code requires that the grower 
relinquish full “dominion and control” 
over the crop.

What happens to the proceeds 
after TTF sells the crop?
Proceeds can be allocated to a grower’s 
existing Giving Fund (Donor Advised 
Fund) at TTF, or used to establish a new 
fund, which distributes to charitable 
organizations over time as advised by 
the grower.

What is a Donor Advised Fund 
(DAF)?
A DAF is a TTF fund used to manage 
your charitable donations. You direct the 
investment of the fund, receive quarterly 
statements and periodically recommend 
grants from your fund to the charities 
you specify.

Are there other options besides 
a Donor Advised Fund?
TTF offers a range of fund types to 
accommodate donor interests. We 
will work with you to ensure you 
establish the fund most suited to your 
needs. Additionally, TTF can serve as a 
charitable intermediary and make grants 
directly to nonprofits as directed by the 
grower provided the grants are not used 
to satisfy existing financial obligations 
such as an enforceable pledge.

Are there fees specific to crop 
gifts?
Yes, we will launch into the fee structure 
in a couple of years. Currently, we are 
more excited about building long-term 
financial partners who are driven to 
see hundreds of other families join 
our efforts in furthering God’s work in 
the valley and world. In the future TTF 
will assess a one-time fee of 1.0% per 
crop gift in addition to TTF’s regular 
fee schedule of 0.5% to 2.0%, annually, 
depending on the balance and end-use 
of the fund.
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